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Energy efficiency action plan on the anvil

. State is facing a coal crisis-induced power -shortage and a sharp rise in energy demand

TIKI RAFWI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Work is expected to kick off
soon on the preparation of a
State-specific energy effi-
ciency action plan (SEEAP)

¢ for Kerala as part of a nation-

al-level framework on enes-
gy efficiency promoted by
the Bureau of Energy Effi-
ciency (BEE).

An important feature of
SEEAP is that it will have sec-
tor-wise energy efficiency
targets that aré set in consul-
tation with the State govern-

ment. The preparation of the
action plan gains signifi-
cance at a time when Kerala
is simultaneously battling a
coal crisis-induced power
shortage and a sharp rise in
energy demand in multiple
sectors.

Iri February this year, the
BEE had written to the States
recommending the creation
of SEEAP with sector-wise
targets. The BEE has identi-
fied the Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CI) for pre-
paring the plan in the State.
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In April, the State Power De-
partment jssued orders ap-
pointing the Director, Ener-
gy Management Cenire,

Kerala, (EMC), 4§ the 'nodal

point' for ensuring the'tinnely
preparation of the action
plan.

First meeﬂng
The'agéficies are expected to
hisld ‘tifeir first meeting this
nﬁn&”ﬂh@‘oﬁﬁcxals said.

© ifhé VBER- will- assist the
. States-in pfeparing the State-

spécifié: plda-antd schieving

targets. “The SEEAP will be
aligned towards achieving a
common target of energy in-
tensity and emission reduc-
tion to achieve the defined
targets and will be deve-
loped by identification of fo-
cus sector, to ensure that the
allocation of resources is as
per the requirement of the
State,” the Power Depart-
ment noteet in an order is-
sued in April. S

The EMC, which is a State
government agency, is en-
gaged in promoting energy

efficiency in different sectors
in the State, including house-
holds, industry; and the farm
sector. In Kerala, the tran-
sport sector is expected to
emerge as a focus area for
energy efficiency with the
growing  emphasis on
e-mobility. ’

Kerala had stood fourth in
energy efficiency' and fifth in
clean energy initiatives

" ‘among the big States as per

the State Energy and Climate
Index (Round 1) pubhshedby
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